Introduction Scientific and Technical Information (STI)
The history of international aerospace represents the results of large Investments in information system development has paralleled research and development (R&D) and the that of national aerospace research and expertise of a nation and is a valuable resource, development (R&D) programs. The U.S., a For more than four decades, NASA and its major and early entrant into aerospace R&D, predecessor organizations have developed and created a national focus in the National Advisory managed the preeminent aerospace Information
Committee on Aeronautics (NACA) in 1915 system. NASA obtains foreign materials when the early library system made extensive through its International exchange relationships, efforts to acquire documents from woddwide continually Increasing the comprehensiveness of sources that related to NACA programs. NACA the NASA Aerospace Database (NAD). The was followed by the creation of the National NAD is de facto the international aerospace Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) database. For the past few years, a number of in 1958. From NASA's conception the need for changes have occurred in the aerospace and role of a centralizedscientificand technical industry as well as with information technology, information system was recognized. NASA's Science and technology projects are becoming enabling legislation requires NASAto "provide more and more International. Other parts of the for the widest practicable and appropriate world, notably Europe, are increasingly powerful dissemination of Information concerning its players in the aerospace business. This change activities and the results thereof." The has led to the development of various International nature of the mission was also aerospace information initiatives in other recognized in the directive for NASAto conduct countries. With scarce resources in all areas of its activities "so as to continue to contribute government and industry, the NASA STI materially to ... cooperation by the United States Program is reviewing its exchange program with other nations and groups of nations in policies to factor in the changing requirements work pursuant to the Act and in the peaceful within the international community. This paper application of the results thereof." The result of reviews current NASA goals and activities with a this major U.S. R&D mission and the creation of view toward maintainingcompatibility among an integral scientific and technlcal information international aerospace information systems, (STI) mission led to the eady commitment and eliminating duplication of effort, and sharing continued development of a NASA STI Program resources through international cooperation and a NASA internationalaerospace database. wherever possible.
As Althoughthe NAD hasserved as the de facto The NASAAerospaceDatabase internationalaerospace database, the NASA STI international community policies which were The mission of the NASA STI Program as it is developed in the 1970shave not evolved as stated today is "acquire and disseminate STI to information technology and national aerospace advance aerospace knowledge, and support initiatives changed the complexion NASA goals." The focus of the effort is the development of a global program to encourage the creation and exchange of STI and facilitate its use. One of the critical foundations of this France 2.1 Netherlands 8.4
Int'l Organs. 8.4
Other Foreign 6.6 Japan 2.1 Germany 4 USSR 6.7 U,K. 9.2 of international aerospace STI. As a result, the source of foreign exchange material. We then system has become dysfunctional for some briefly describe the Japanese reaction to the nations and they are seeking new solutions newest approach NASA is using for and often new systems to satisfy their needs, international exchanges. This approach is based on a nation-to-nation exchange protocol between NASA and the governmental International Reactions to the Current NASA organization with aerospace responsibility in Aerospace Information Policies the other country. The protocols call for the NASA counterpart organization to act as the There are several ways to determine reactions coordinator for the exchange of information to the way the NASA STI Program has been between NASA and that country. Specifically, operating in the international arena. One is to in exchange for the foreign country's observe what other countries are doing and information provided in English in specified another is to survey them and ask directly, formats compatible with the NASA information The following sections summarize input that processing system, the partner receives NASA STI Program management is using in access to the NAD. Then we discuss the strategic planning for its international results of a direct survey that NASA and ESA information programs. Science and technology projects are becoming more and more inter-_ national and interdisciplinary. Other parts of the world, notably Europe, are increasingly powerful players in the aerospace business. This change has led to the development of various aerospace information initiatives in other countries. With scarce resources in all areas of government and industry, the NASA STI Program is reviewing its current acquisition and exchange practices and policies to factor in the changing requirements and new opportunities within the international community. This paper reviews current NASA goals and activities with a view toward developing a scenario for establishing an international aerospace database, maintaining compatibility among national aerospace information systems, eliminating duplication of effort, and sharing resources through international cooperation wherever possible.
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